
Dear Parent:

Your child is beginning a unit created at the Battle Creek Area Mathematics and Science Center. 
This unit was designed by area teachers to promote inquiry-based science and is complete 
with materials to accompany the activities. During the next twelve weeks, your child will be 
actively involved with the unit Life Cycles and Survival in an Ecosystem. This unit is designed for 
third-grade students and focuses on three main themes that dominate the unit: the life cycles 
of different organisms, adaptations and survival in an ecosystem, and the cause and effect of 
change in an ecosystem. 

• All living things have a life cycle that is unique to the organism, yet all life cycles have birth,
growth, development, reproduction, and death in common.

• Organisms have specific behavioral and physical characteristics (traits) that allow them to
survive in a given environment.

• Physical and behavioral characteristics (traits) are either inherited (genetic) or acquired (from
the environment).

• As environments change over time, these characteristics may change (adaptations) to allow
organisms to continue to survive.

• Paleontologists piece together information about changes in Earth and its environments
through fossils and layers of sediments.

During this unit of study, your child will begin to explore how frogs communicate, the life 
cycle of the frog, behavioral and physical traits of the frog, and frog habitats. Your child will 
be given the opportunity to observe, compare, and contrast frogs with other animals. The class 
will research a variety of habitats, change in habitats, and related topics to create an ecology 
magazine.

We hope you enjoy discussing the concepts involved in Life Cycles and Survival in an Ecosystem 
with your child. Suggestions for activities to do at home are included with this letter. These 
activities will reinforce the concepts taught during this unit instruction. Let us know if we may be 
of assistance.

The Outreach Staff 

Battle Creek Area Mathematics and Science Center 

(269) 213-3904 or (269) 213-3905

PARENT LETTER



1. Take this opportunity to explore ecosystems within your backyard, neighborhood, and local
parks. Turn over a rock or log and see how many organisms make it their home. Discuss the
different physical traits of the organisms.

2. Visit a local park with a pond or slow-moving water. In the springtime, listen for the frogs
calling in the early morning and evening. Look for frog eggs and tadpoles from the edge of a
pond or slow-moving stream. Some large puddles may also have frog eggs or tadpoles.

3. Do some research with your child to see what might attract frogs and toads to your backyard.
Plant a small garden to see what animals are attracted to the area. Include an area that has a
rock garden to provide cover for different animals to make their homes.

4. Take a close look at the plants in your home and garden. Help your child to identify the
different plant parts: roots, stems, leaves, flowers, seeds. Discuss how the characteristics of
new plants are passed on from the parent plant.

5. Research the different physical traits of your child that are inherited (genetic) and the traits
that he or she acquires through the environment. Review how your child learned to talk, crawl,
walk, eat with a spoon, read, write, and ride a bike. Make a list of learned behaviors.

ACTIVITIES TO DO AT HOME




