
Dear Parent,

Your child is beginning a unit created at the Battle Creek Area Mathematics and Science Center. 
This unit was designed to promote science and engineering literacy and integrate reading and 
writing skills into high-interest science content. During the next twelve weeks, your child will 
be actively involved with the Plant and Animal Relationships unit. This unit is geared for second 
graders and focuses on the following main areas of study: 

1. Make observations to discover the diverse population of plants and animals that lives in an
area.

2. Use evidence to describe how plants need water and sunlight to grow.
3. Develop models to explain how animals help in pollination and seed dispersal.
4. Demonstrate how plants and animals interact to help one another.
5. Obtain information from media and text to explain how seeds disperse and how plants are

pollinated.
6. Use information to solve a pollination or seed dispersal problem using the Engineering

Design Plan.

During this unit of study your child will learn about the interdependent relationship between 
plants and animals. She or he will make observations of an area in the schoolyard to find 
out about the different plants and animals that live there. Students will also be engaged in 
designing and carrying out investigations into how plants need water and sunlight to grow. 
Your student will become an engineer and develop a model of a seed and seed dispersal. 
Students will also use their science and engineering knowledge to develop a model to help solve 
the problem of too few bees. Your student will plan, develop, and test a hand pollinator to help 
apple and cherry growers pollinate their orchards. 

Through observations, investigations, informational text, and developing models, your child will 
be describing how diverse the plant and animal population is and how the interactions between 
plants and animals helps them to survive. 

Your child will be actively involved in constructing and reflecting on new scientific knowledge 
as he or she becomes a learner as well as a user of knowledge. Asking questions, developing 
solutions, interpreting and reconstructing information, and reflecting on knowledge are all 
components incorporated into this unit. 

Suggestions for activities to do at home are included with this letter. These activities will 
reinforce the concepts taught during this unit instruction. 

May you enjoy quality time with your child while discussing the concepts involved with the unit. 
Let us know if we may be of assistance. 

The Outreach Staff 
Battle Creek Area Mathematics and Science Center 
(269) 213-3904 or (269) 213-3905
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ACTIVITIES TO DO AT HOME

1. Take a walk with your child around your yard, the neighborhood, or a nearby park and look for
evidence of the diverse kinds of plants and animals that survive there.

2. Take a walk in a field or meadow and collect seeds. Take time to make observations of the seeds
and discuss how seeds are dispersed and what they need to sprout and grow.

3. Plant an indoor or outdoor garden with your student. Discuss the need for water and sunlight to
allow your garden to grow.

4. Visit a cherry or apple orchard in the spring and sit under a tree and listen for the bees. Make
observations of bees buzzing from blossom to blossom. Pick one blossom, find the parts of the
flower, and test for pollen in the center of the blossom.

5. Go to the library and check out books to read related to habitats, plants, seeds, and pollinators.
Example titles:
The Tiny Seed, by Eric Carle

On One Flower by Anthony Fredericks

Jack’s Garden by Henry Cole

In One Tidepool by Anthony Fredericks

Near One Cattail by Anthony Fredericks

A Log’s Life by Wendy Pfeffer

Animal Pollinators by Jennifer Boothroyd

Flip, Float, Fly: Seeds on the Move by JoAnn Early Macken

How Do Plants Make and Spread Their Seeds? by Ruth Owen




